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From The Heart Of Bill...

We just finished our second, “Gather At
the River” Celebration and Picnic. As
your pastor, I am so encouraged at
what I see happening. Not only is
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than we think we can do with His
resources.
Tony Campolo tells the follow-
ing story in his book, “Who

the Gospel going forth, but some- L Y Switched the Price Tags.”
thing is happening to us as well. Py ':\
We, as a church, are coming . L ‘ I was in a junior high camp

together in a very special way. It
has taken a lot of work and prepa-
ration to pull off these gatherings
and you have so faithfully risen to the
occasion. I can’t help, but to think what
else God might have planned for us.

“I can do all things through Him
who strengthens me.”
— Philippians 4:13

I’'m convinced there’s nothing that we
can’t do through Christ. Sometimes it’s
easy to let our weakness get in the way of
what God wants to do through us. I'm
reminded of that verse in 2 Corinthians
12:10 that says, “When we are weak, HE IS
STRONG!”

Have you ever thought about the fact
that God has more faith in you... than you
have in yourselff  Don’t misunderstand
what I'm saying. I'm not saying that we can
do anything significant on our own. What
I am saying is that God has more faith with
what we can do with HIS RESCOURCES

once. Everybody should go to a
junior high camp once. The Bible is
right. I should say my Roman
:"_\k Catholic friends are right. They
should never have gotten rid of that doc-
trine of purgatory. There is a purgatory. It is
junior high camp! I went there and these
boys were rotten, just rotten. There was one
little boy who suffered from cerebral palsy,
and these cruel junior high boys just mocked
him. As he walked across the grounds in his
disjointed manner with his grotesque move-
ments, they followed this spastic kid and
they imitated him and mocked him. They
thought that was fun. I saw him one day
when he was haltingly trying to ask direc-
tions to the craft shop.
“Which...way...is...the...craft...shop?” he
asked. And the other boy, imitating him,
said, “Thaat waay,” and he laughed at the
boy. He thought that was fun.

But the epitome of that agony reached
its crescendo on a Wednesday when Billy’s
cabin assigned him to give the devotions at
the morning hour of worship. They did it
just so they could laugh at him. They
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Medina United Methodist
Church Worship Schedule

Sunday
9:45 a.m. — Sunday School
11:00 a.m. — Worship Service

Wednesday
7:00 p.m. — Mid-week Study

Church Council
meeting time
to be announced.
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Qur Vision
“We invite everyone
into the family of GOD,
where the LORD is
praised and felt,

love is shared,

and lives are blessed.”




laughed as little Billy stumbled his way
to the platform. And they laughed at
this spastic kid as he stood behind the
pulpit. And the giggles were there and
I watched little Billy take ten minutes
to say, “Jesus ...loves...me,
...and...L..love...Jesus.”

When he finished, there was dead
silence. A revival broke out and fifty
young men in that camp are in the
mission fields or in the ministry today
because little Billy was able to have
faith with what God could do through
him.

If God can touch and change so
many lives through a spastic kid... can
you imagine how many lives He can
touch through you? Can you imagine
how many lives he can touch through
our church? That’s why I can’t help
but think about what God has yet to
do through us.

We demonstrate such little faith
when we think that God can only use
perfect people with flawless abilities.
God is more interested in using peo-
ple whose hearts are in line with His
and He often He goes out of His way
to use the weak and foolish things of
the world to shame the strong and
wise. Think about what you’re saying
to God when you say, “You might be
able to use other people, but you can’t
use me.”  So the next time you catch
yourself thinking that there’s no way
God can use you, remember what
God did through a little spastic kid by
the name of Billy.

Let’s get out of the stands and
into the game.

Bl
(Scriptures for further study 1

Corinthians 2:1-5; 1 John 4:4; Psalm
8:2; 1 Cor 1:19-2:6)

WELCOMING

Meeting on
Tuesday, August 12th Thursday, August
at 7:00 PM in the 14th
Cottage. at 7:00 PM in the
Members: Cottage.
Bill Stegemueller, Norman and Members:

Mary Carolyn Stephens, Donna
Payne, Clara Ann McWilliams,
Clint and Dorothy Bock, Michael
and Merry Langlinais, Johnny
and Judy Moore, Sue Ellen and Jack
Smith, Mag Barker.

Lu Harrison will also attend.

Barbara Walters, Clyde
Nighswonger, Al Culp, Laverne
McWilliams, David Rogers, Jim

Harvey, Johnny Moore, Jeff Dabney,
Carolyn Penland.
Pastor Bill & Lu Harrison
will also attend.

UMW MEETING

(United Methodist Women)

The UMW will meet on
Wednesday, August 20, 2008
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

Meeting

Sunday,
August 10th

immediately after
Church.
Please plan to attend.

Program: Pastor Bill Stegemueller
Hostess: Sack Lunch

Come and enjoy the Program, Refreshments and
Fellowship!
Men are invited, too!!

Medina United Methodist Church
Statement of Financial Income and Expense ¢ January 1 through July 27, 2008

Total Income - General Fund . ............ ...t $ 58,727.26
Less Total Operating Expenses ............ccoiiiiiiiinnnnnnn $ 54,884.50
Net Ordinary Income (Loss) for 2008 todate .................... $ 3,842.76

Praise Be To God, Our Father, OQur Sanctuary!
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