
Last month I attended a “Bishop’s

Convocation” at Mount Wesley. This is a

time that is set apart for Bishop Dorff to

cast vision and provide leadership to all the

clergy of the Southwest Texas Conference.

The theme this year was on RADICAL

HOSPITALITY.

I was pleased that our church is on

the cutting edge in promoting RADI-

CAL HOSPITALITY. You are rec-

ognized and categorized by the

United Methodist Church as being

a “Welcoming Congregation,”

which is a status achieved by

churches that cover specific guide-

lines along the lines of hospitality.

One of the main speakers was

an executive from Southwest Airlines

who talked about how RADICAL HOS-

PITALITY plays such a vital role in their

company.

Southwest Airlines was built on the

vision of a guy named Gary Kelly. He

offered a completely new way of doing

business among the airlines. His vision was

to, “offer the lowest fare in the industry and

have fun doing it.” He also had a wonder-

ful strategy of doing it. He said, “Let’s treat

our employees like family and our cus-

tomers like guests in our homes,” which was

a radical shift from the traditional business

model of, “The Customer’s Always Right.”

The result?  Southwest Airlines rose to the

top of the industry.

There are three things that Southwest

Airlines look for in every employee: (1) A

Warrior’s Spirit (2) A Servant’s Heart and

(3) A Fun Loving Attitude.

Can you imagine what would happen if

the Church adopted that kind of mentality?

1. A Warrior’s Spirit

Too often the church tries to do

ministry in its own strength with its

own resources. There’s no warrior

cry and no gusto!   Henry Blackaby

in his study, “Experiencing God,”

talks about how the world is

unimpressed when the church

tries to do ministry with its own

limited recourses. What get’s the

world’s attention is when the

church steps out in faith and

attempts to do something only God

can do through them.

“What our world often is seeing in our

day is a devoted, committed Christian serv-

ing God. But, they are not seeing God.

They comment on what we are doing,

“Well, there’s a wonderful, dedicated, com-

mitted group of people serving God.”

They, however, do not see anything hap-

pening that can only be explained in terms

of the activity of God. Why?  Because we

are not attempting anything only God can

do. Our world is not attracted to the Christ

we serve, because they cannot see Him at

work.” - Henry Blackaby’s, “Experiencing

God,” page 117.
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Medina United Methodist
Church Worship Schedule

Sunday
9:45 a.m. – Sunday School

11:00 a.m. – Worship Service

Wednesday
7:00 p.m.  –  Mid-week Study

Church Council 
meeting time

to be announced.

Our Vision
“We invite everyone 

into the family of GOD,

where the LORD is

praised and felt, 

love is shared,  

and lives are blessed.”

✞

✞
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From The Heart Of Bill...

continued on page 2
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I think you as a church ought to

be commended because I see a lot of

people out there with a Warrior Spirit

and it’s one of the many reason’s I’m

proud to be your pastor. You’ve

demonstrated that mentality with

your work and support of THE

CORE!  May we never lose that

Warrior’s Spirit. (Joshua 1:9;

Ephesians 6:10) 

2. A Servant’s Heart

At Southwest Airlines it’s not

uncommon to see high level execu-

tives taking time out of their busy

schedules to do such menial things as

vacuuming an airplane to give the

flight attendants a chance to grab a

bite to eat. You will also see them do

such things as working the ticket

counter or unloading baggage. Why?

They have a Servant’s Heart.

I think of Jesus. If there was ever

a servant... it was Jesus. Yet He was

the King of Kings and the Lord of

Lords. Jesus said in Mark 10:45, “For

even the Son of Man did not come to

be served, but to SERVE and to give

His life a ransom for many.”

As a Pastor, I love to watch you

love and care for one another. It’s no

secret that whenever anything needs

to get done in the community... you

usually see a whole lot of people from

Medina UMC on the scene.

3. A Fun Loving Attitude

At Southwest Airlines they believe

in having fun, but it’s not about being

silly. It goes much deeper than that.

It’s about taking your work seriously...

but not to the extent that you can’t at

the same time have some fun. I

watched a flight attendant on

YouTube this week do the pre-flight

presentation to the beat of a rap. He

had the whole plane clapping in sync

while he went over some of the basics

about flying with Southwest Airlines.

That’s FUN!  

It’s important in our effort to

reach people for Jesus Christ that we

never forget that Jesus came that we

might, “have LIFE and that we might

have it more ABUNDANTLY.” Part

of that is learning how to have fun!

Unfortunately, there are some

churches that take themselves way too

serious. You walk in and nobody is

smiling and everyone is far too seri-

ous and they wonder why they aren’t

attracting new people. How does the

saying go?  “All Work and No Play...”

One of the reasons you’re going to

have a hard time getting rid of me as

your pastor is because YOU GUYS

KNOW HOW TO HAVE A GOOD

TIME!    You’re serious about reaching

for people for Jesus Christ, but you

believe you can have a good time

doing it!

Let’s make sure that we never lose

that cutting edge of having a Warrior

Spirit, a Servant’s Heart and a Fun

Loving Attitude that’s rooted in the

person and character of Jesus Christ.

BONZAI!

Bill Stegemueller

Dan Matthews
Memorial Scholarship

Students affiliated with the Medina
United Methodist Church who are
planning to attend college this year or
who are currently enrolled at a college
are invited to apply for the Dan
Matthews Memorial Scholarship.

This next Communion Sunday, we
will take up an additional Communion
Rail Offering to supplement the
Scholarship.

Applications to receive the scholar-
ship have to be made in writing by May
8, 2008. Students who wish to be con-
sidered for the scholarship are invited to
make an application to the Dan
Matthews Memorial Scholarship,
Medina United Methodist Church, P.O.
Box 208, Medina, TX 78055.

The application should include:
Name, address, phone number of

the student
The status of achievement (High

School Graduate, years of college com-
pleted, etc.)

The student’s approximate grade-
level (A, B, C, etc.)

A brief summary of the goals of the
student, short term as well as long term.

Deadline for the Application is May
8, 2008.

continued from page 1

Update...

Fundraiser for The Core
A community-wide fundraiser benefiting

The Core will take place on Saturday, April 18

in front of The Core ‘storefront’ in downtown

Medina. BBQ plates with all the trimmings

(beans, potato salad, pickles, onions, etc.) will

be prepared and sold for $5.00 per plate. This

event will begin at 10:00 a.m. and carry on

through lunch.

Saturday, April 18 
in front of The Core ‘storefront’ in downtown Medina

BBQ plates with all the trimmings 
(beans, potato salad, pickles, onions, etc.) 

$5.00 per plate
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Lent and Easter
Schedule

PALM SUNDAY
Sunday, April 5th

We will have our Annual Celebration

with Palms

HOLY THURSDAY SERVICE
Experience the Passion of the Last

Supper

April 9th at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

EASTER EGG HUNT!
Saturday, April 11th at 10:00 a.m. at the

Church

(Please bring a dozen plastic eggs with

stuff inside!)

EASTER DAY SCHEDULE
Sunday, April 12th 

Community SONrise Service at Deer

Creek Camp at 7:00 a.m.

(This year it’s Pastor Bill’s turn to preach

and the Baptist will be responsible for

music.)

11:00 a.m. Easter Service with 

Flower Cross

(Bring your Flowers!)

Sewing Group
The Sewing Group will meet on

Tuesday April 14 and April 28 from

10AM to 4PM. We have been work-

ing on cloth items for the UMW

Bazaar. Come and join us, bring a

sack lunch and enjoy the fellowship.

Meeting at the home of Lu Harrison

830-589-2280 call for more informa-

tion and directions. Everyone is wel-

come!

Our Web Calendar has
gotten a FACELIFT

Check it out at www.medin-

aumc.org/calendar.htm. You can click

on any event and get detailed infor-

mation. You can click at the top right

of the calendar to switch from a week

or monthly view. Also at the top are

the emails of people to contact if you

have something to add or correct

about the calendar.

A Special Invitation 
If you are considering member-

ship at Medina UMC, the first step is

to attend Coffee with the Pastor where

you will learn more about the church

and have an opportunity to ask ques-

tions and learn about the expectations

of membership. This is a great way to

explore what Medina UMC is all

about in a non-threatening environ-

ment.

I would like to start having these

sessions at least once a quarter. The

first one will be, Sunday April 26th

immediately after the service in the

Fellowship Hall. The session will be

relaxed and informative.

If you would like to attend you

can RSVP by calling (830) 589-2646

or by email me at

bill@stegemueller.com. Childcare

will be set up if needed.

Good Friday Prayer Vigil
“PRAYER WORKS” – Lynda Coates is living proof that prayer works. Our

community held the first prayer vigil for her September 12, 1990. We held anoth-

er for her January 20, 2009. Her doctors admit that it is a miracle that she is alive

today.

Many people have asked that we continue to have prayer vigils. If you are in

need of prayer or know someone in need of prayer, please let us have this bless-

ing of praying for you.

Our next vigil will be held at the Medina United Methodist Church on Good

Friday, April 10th, from 6:00 a.m. until 6:00 a.m. Saturday.

There are three ways you can send your prayer requests:

1. Email the church office at bill@stegemueller.com

2. Call the church phone at (830) 589-2646

3. Write to Bill Stegemueller

Medina United Methodist Church

P.O. Box 208

Medina, Texas 78055

We will need volunteers to keep the church open during this time. If you

have not had the opportunity to sign up for prayer, please call Lynda at 589-7763

or Darlene at 589-2793.

We are asking that you start praying now for anyone that will be involved in

this day of prayer. Help us make sure that “Prayer Works” in our community.

In Christ,

Darlene Stevens & Lynda Coates

A  P R O P H E T I C  Q U O T E

“Friend, you cannot legislate the poor into

freedom by legislating the wealthy out of

freedom. And what one person receives with-

out working for, another person must work

for without receiving. The government can’t

give to anybody anything that the govern-

ment does not first take from somebody. And

when half of the people get the idea they

don’t have to work because the other half ’s

going to take care of them, and when the

other half get the idea it does no good to

work because somebody’s going to get what I

work for. That, dear friend, is about the end

of any nation.”

– Late Adrian Rogers
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Mentoring Works - when one person mentors, two lives are changed
by Fran Bryant

Most mentoring programs sug-
gest at least one hour a week. For me,
itÕs more than just one hour a week, in
fact, the effects of mentoring could
last a life time and even affect future
generations!  ThatÕs what it did for
me. My father was an orphan and liv-
ing in an orphanage in the 1930Õs.
One man took notice of him and pro-
vided encouragement and love. My
father graduated from college and
provided leadership in his own com-
munity for the rest of his life. I can
say with all certainty, his mentor
affected the quality of my life.

In 2006, I volunteered to be a
mentor for Kerrville ISD for students
who needed a little extra help with
their school work for one hour a week
at the school. The child assigned to
me was a 7 year-old boy, Alex. He was
almost infamous at his school. His
trouble began in kindergarten with
him having Òmelt downsÓ and the
principal of the school knew Alex by
name and so did the administrative
staff!  My observance of Alex outside
the mentoring classroom showed me
that Alex was very well liked by his
peers and he was very outgoing and
friendly to the other children. His
behavior in the mentoring classroom
showed me he was very caring and
sensitive. I saw a leader in Alex. In
fact, I nicknamed him Òthe mayorÓ
because he was so friendly and caring
to others. I feel strongly that Alex will
be a leader someday, and with positive
guidance his leadership will be in a
positive direction. In the summer of
2006, I enrolled as a volunteer with
Kerrville Big Brothers Big Sisters and
became a Big Sister to Alex so we
could go on field trips together during
the summer.

Over the past couple of years,
AlexÕs teachers tell me he is one of
their most cooperative students, and

has even won a ÒCharacter
Counts AwardÓ. Alex
comes from a family of 4
children; one-to-one atten-
tion is almost never avail-
able. My relationship with
Alex led me to a job with
Kerrville Big Brothers Big
Sisters as a match support
specialist, matching adult
volunteers to children in
need of a mentor.

Mentoring works. The
positive influence from mentors has
been measured for many years. In our
Program alone, it is shown that those
children who have a Big Brother or
Big Sister are less likely to start using
drugs, less likely to skip school, more
likely to have positive relationships
with their peers and adults and more
likely to have greater confidence with
their schoolwork. Mentoring a child
can have a powerful impact. It doesnÕt
require a financial commitment but

rather a willingness to give your time
and share your experiences; itÕs giving
a hand to a child who needs it. The
relationship can also take you on a
journey where unexpected joys and
satisfaction abound.

I have too many children on the
Òwaiting to be matched listÓ and we
are in dire need of good adult volun-
teers. Please see me to be a volunteer
or if you have a child who needs a
mentor.

The UMW will meet on 
Wednesday, April 15, 2009 at 

2:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
Program Leader:

ÒA Reinvigoration of
the Love FeastÓ Ð 
by Lu Harrison

Hostess: Mag Barker

Come and enjoy the Program,

Refreshments and Fellowship!  

Men are invited, too!!

UMW MEETING
(United Methodist Women)

Christmas Cheer Baskets
It seems we just got through assem-

bling and delivering the Christmas Cheer
Baskets but as the old saying goes, Òtime
flies when youÕre having fun!Ó These cheer
baskets go to the shut-ins, folks in the
nursing and/or rehab facilities, and others
who need some cheer... they are always
very well received and what you get from
giving this is much more than one could
imagine. The smiles and the joy it brings,
warms the heart - and you know youÕve
done a good thing! 

We use toothbrushes, toothpaste,
combs, emory boards, small packets of
tissues, lotion, sugar-free candies and
cookies and more.

We will have complete lists on the
large bulletin board just inside the fellow-
ship hall so that you may review the items
needed. Please feel free to pick some
things up throughout the year - we will be
setting up receiving baskets for any items

you may want to donate. Please remem-
ber to watch the expiration dates on any
ÔdatedÕ type item.


