
I read a story the other day about a

boy who got in trouble and was sent

to the principal’s office. The prin-

cipal asks, “How many times have

you been to my office?”

The boy says, “I guess not

enough.”

“You’ve gotten the belt each

time.”

“Yeah, and I can take whatever

you’ve got.”

The principal pauses for a moment to

think and then quietly says, “Today you

learn about grace.”

The boy asks, “You gonna let me walk?”

The principal replies, “Yes, I’m going to

let you walk.”

The boy studies the face of the princi-

pal. “No punishment at all?”

“Oh, there has to be punishment,” says

the principal. “What you did was wrong,

and there are always consequences to our

actions.”

“I knew it,” says the boy as he holds out

his hands. “Go ahead.”

The principal takes hold of a belt, folds

it in two, and then hands it to the boy’s

teacher. He tells the boy, “I want you to

count the blows.” The principal then

extends his own hands toward the teacher

and says, “Ten strokes.” The belt snaps

across the outstretched hands of the princi-

pal. Shock registers on the boy’s face. By the

fourth stroke, tears well up in the boy’s

eyes. “Stop! That’s enough!” the boy

yells.

But the belt continues to

crack across the principal’s

hands. The boy counts out loud,

“Five.six.seven.eight.nine.ten.”

The principal stands with sweat

glistening on his forehead, his

hands swollen and red. He reaches

over, puts his swollen hand on the

shoulder of the boy, and says just one word:

“GRACE.”

For by GRACE you have been saved

through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is

the gift of God;  not as a result of works, so

that no one may boast.

- Ephesians 2:8-9 

The anguish of what that student felt

when the Principal took the punishment he

deserved is nothing compared to that

which we feel knowing that an innocent

man had to suffer and die for our sins. I

remember when Mel Gibson’s movie, “The

Passion,” came out in the theaters. The

movie tried to capture some of the agony

Christ went through on His way to the

cross. It got an R rating because of it was

at times extremely graphic. Yet I don’t

think it went far enough to depict the vio-
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lence of the crucifixion. Isaiah 52:14

talks about how Jesus was beaten

beyond recognition.

There were moments during that

movie that I wanted to run out of the

theater because of how uncomfort-

able it was watching what Jesus went

through on my behalf. I’ll never for-

get the hushed silence in the theater

after the movie was done.

It’s easy to want to run through

Lent on the way to Easter because it’s

uncomfortable remembering the

Passion of Christ. but I want to

encourage you (as hard as it might be)

to embrace it because it makes the

victory of Christ that much greater.

I’ve often said that for the GOOD

NEWS to become truly great, we’ve

got to come to grips with the BAD

NEWS. Sometimes I think we’re too

quick to tell people the good news of

the Gospel of Jesus Christ without

first letting them know the BAD

NEWS. The bad news is that all have

sinned and fallen short of the glory of

God (Romans 3:23) and that the

wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23).

In short, the BAD NEWS is that left to

our own devices. we are DOOMED!  

“Before I preach love, mercy and

grace, I must preach sin, Law and judg-

ment.”

- John Wesley

Yet in the midst of that BAD

NEWS Christ came to us and not only

took our punishment, but also died

the kind of death all of us deserve.

No, it’s not fun to think about what

our salvation cost, but it sure makes

the victory of the resurrection that

much more meaningful and gives the

biggest expression of what GRACE is

all about.

In His Grip,

Bill

Lent and Easter
Schedule

ASH WEDNESDAY 
(The Start of Lent: 40 days before

Easter not counting Sundays)

Ash Wednesday Service: February 6th

at 7:00 PM

PALM SUNDAY
Sunday, March 16th

We will have our Annual Celebration

with Palms

HOLY THURSDAY SERVICE
Experience the Passion of the Last

Supper

March 20th  at 7:00 PM in the

Sanctuary 

EASTER EGG HUNT!
Saturday, March 22nd at 10:00 AM at

the Church

(Please Bring a dozen plastic eggs

with stuff inside!)

EASTER DAY SCHEDULE
Sunday, March 23rd 

SONrise Service at Deer Creek Camp

at 7:00 AM

(Reception and Breakfast following)

11:00 Easter Service with Flower

Cross

(Bring your Flowers!)

(continued from page 1)

A Missionary Moment with Ray Zirkel
On Sunday, February 17th our

Missionary to Costa Rica gave us a

PowerPoint Presentation over dinner.

He and his wife Lidia have been mis-

sionaries there for 14 years. He shared

a bunch of exciting things God is

doing in Costa Rica. We heard about

the Methodist Seminary School

Orphanage and how the Methodist

Church continues to grow and spread

the gospel throughout Costa Rica.

(Today they have approximately 8500

church members and 115 churches.)

In addition we collected $490 in

addition to our normal monthly sup-

port.

Let’s continue to pray for Ray,

Lidia, Sarah and Emma Zirkel.
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The Case for Christ
On Wednesday, March

5th at 7:00 PM our

Wednesday night Bible

Study Group will watch

the movie, “The Case for

Christ,” based on the

bestselling book by Lee

Strobel.

Strobel, the former

legal editor of the

Chicago Tribune,

draws upon his inves-

tigative skills to exam-

ine the historical accu-

racy of the Gospels, the personal

On Wednesday,

March 19th at 7:00 PM

we will watch Greg

Laurie’s, “Prophecies of

the Passion.” The Old

Testament contains

dozens of prophecies that

describe, in amazing

detail, Christ’s final days

on earth. Exploring the

Gospel accounts of the cru-

cifixion from a perspective

On Wednesday, March 26th at 7

PM we will begin a verse by verse

study on the Book of Genesis. My

Life Application Study Bible says of

the Book of Genesis, “Read Genesis

and be encouraged. There is hope!

No matter how dark the world situa-

tion seems, God has a plan. No mat-

ter how insignificant or useless you

feel, God loves you and wants to use

you in His plan. No matter how sin-

ful and separated from God you are,

His salvation is available. Read

Genesis. and Hope!”

often overlooked, this fascinat-

ing documentary details the

foretelling of Christ’s death

from the Old Testament.

Featuring Lee Strobel, Greg

Laurie, and John Rhys-

Davies, this riveting and

convincing narrative will

inspire you—-and per-

haps reshape the way your

unbelieving friends think

about Christianity!

claims of Jesus and His resurrection

from the dead. Is there

evidence to confirm that

Jesus of Nazareth was,

indeed, the son of God

and the savior of the

world?  This remarkable

film features interviews

with 10 leading Biblical

scholars from North

America and England, cut-

ting-edge apologetics, and a

compelling original music

score. The movie is 71 min-

utes long.

Prophecies of the Passion

New Bible Study on Genesis

Dan Matthews
Memorial Scholarship

Students affiliated with of Medina

United Methodist Church who are

planning to attend college this year or

who are currently enrolled at a college

are invited to apply for the Dan

Matthews Memorial Scholarship.

This next Communion Sunday,

we will take up an additional

Communion Rail Offering to supple-

ment the Scholarship.

Applications to receive the schol-

arship have to be made in writing by

May 9, 2008. Students who wish to be

considered for the scholarship are

invited to make an application to the

Dan Matthews Memorial Scholarship,

Medina United Methodist Church,

P.O. Box 208, Medina, TX 78055.

The application should include:  

Name, address, phone number of

the student

The status of achievement (High

School Graduate, years of college com-

pleted, etc.) 

The student’s approximate grade-

level (A, B, C, etc.) 

A brief summary of the goals of the

student, short term as well as long term.

Deadline for the Application is

May 9, 2008.

Veritas Youth Group
Meets at 5:30 on Wednesdays
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Church Directory
The Medina United Methodist

Church extends an invitation to itÕs
growing Family. Please be a part of
our New Church Directory. A sign up
area is located in the Fellowship Hall.
Please drop by and fill out your forms
and select the time you will be avail-
able for the pictures on Tuesday,
March 11th or Wednesday, March
12th. Picture times are from 3:00 PM
to 9:30 PM each day. You are not
obligating yourself to purchase any-
thing by signing up. You will receive
your FREE 8x10 Signature Portrait
and a FREE Church Directory. We
encourage ALL of our Church Family
to be listed and pictured, this is not
for Members Only. We are praying
for 100 families to participate to
receive extra credits on the cost.

The cast of the ÒMaintenance ManÓ
On Sunday, March 30th (Sunday

after Easter) during our regular ser-
vice, our Youth will be putting on an
original drama written and directed
by Sylvia Rogers entitled, ÒThe
Maintenance Man.Ó You donÕt want
to miss this powerful presentation of
the Gospel by our youth.

On Sunday, March 30th (Sunday
after Easter) during our regular ser-
vice, our Youth will be putting on an
original drama written and directed
by Sylvia Rogers entitled, ÒThe
Maintenance Man.Ó You donÕt want
to miss this powerful presentation of
the Gospel by our youth.

Medina United Methodist Church
Statement of Financial Income and Expense

January 1 through February 24, 2008

Total Income Ð General Fund  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 14,444.41

Less Total Operating Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 15,5,315.10

Net Ordinary Income (Loss) for 2008 to date  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ (870.96)

Easter Lilies
We will have Easter Lilies placed

on the altar in memory or honor of
loved ones, be it family or friends. If
you would like to donate to the Easter
Lily fund, please fill out the form that
will be placed in the bulletins on
Sundays, March 2, 9 and 16, deadline
being March 16th. For more informa-
tion, get in touch with Clara Ann at
(830) 589-7754.

The UMW will meet on Wednesday, March 19, 2008  
2:00 p.m. in the Craddock Cottage.

Program Leader:  Lu Harrison,
Rebekah Taylor, Christi Stegemueller on “Young Women!”

Mission Awareness Event – what does the Lord require of you.

Hostesses:  Heidi Klaassen

Come and enjoy the Program, Refreshments and Fellowship!  Men are invited, too!!

UMW MEETING
(United Methodist Women)


